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The Incidence of Anthrax.* 


By J. O. Powtey, M.R.C.V.S., Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, London. 


Anthrax in this country does not assume generally 
the epidemic form which obtains in certain countries 
abroad where climatic conditions favour the growth 
of the organism outside the animal body, but usually 
occurs as isolated sporadic outbreaks, consequently 
deaths do not take place on such a large scale, and 
the disease is not of so much economic importance. 

Whilst the deaths from anthrax amongst animals 
in this country are not negligible, its chief importance 
is due to the fact that human beings handling diseased 
carcases or contaminated materials are liable to 
become infected. On the other hand, one must not 
lose sight of the fact that the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Anthrax Order of 1910 is an important 
factor in the control of the spread of the disease, in 
that steps are taken in all reported outbreaks to 
destroy active anthrax bacilli and spores by actual 
cremation of diseased carcases and infected materials, 
and the disinfection of premises. 

One of the chief factors in the incidence of anthrax 
in certain countries, e.g., Russia, is the climatic 
conditions, the disease becoming epidemic during 
those seasons when the temperature and moisture 
conditions are favourable, and more prevalent 
during the hot moist seasons. In Great Britain 
climatic conditions do not appear to have much, if 
any, influence on its incidence. 

According to Stockman, anthrax is more prevalent 
in England at those seasons when the animals do not 
go out to grass, and this he attributes to the fact 
that such housed animals are fed to a large extent 
on imported foodstuffs. 

Certain soils are said to retain the infection bette? 
than others, clayey soils retaining the infection 
longest. 

Altitude has some bearing on incidence, as it is 
noted that low-lying marshy soils, those liable to 
periodic flooding, appear more liable to anthrax 
than the higher soils, where probably the drainage 
is better, and the soils have a better chance of cleansing 
themselves. 

Geographical position does not appear to have 
much bearing on the subject in Great Britain. 





*Presented to the Veterinary Inspectors’ Conference held in connec- 
tion with the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, Bournemouth, July, 
1922. 





Except that the disease is more prevalent in winter 
when animals are stall fed, seasonal distribution does 
not appear to enter in. 

In connection with soils one can now discuss the 
question of the so-called anthrax pasture. A large 
number of these anthrax pastures have been known 
to harbour anthrax for very many years, even for 
generations. The probability is that in the first 
place an anthrax animal may have been bled on the 
pasture and the infection perpetuated by subsequent 
deaths from anthrax. A fairly recent outbreak 
on one such pasture is well worth recording. A 
newcomer to the district rented some hill grazing, 
and placed 40 three-year-old bullocks thereon. 
About two months later the ditches were cleaned 
out, and many bones, indicating many burials, were 
unearthed. About five to seven days later several 
cattle were found dead, and the majority of the 
remainder ailing. During the week twelve of the 
forty died from anthrax, and the remainder recovered. 
It is of interest to note that the cattle drank froma 
surface pond on the lower ground, and that imme- 
diately after the cleaning out of the ditches there 
was a heavy rain, which flushed down the newly- 
cleaned-out ditches into the drinking pond, un- 
doubtedly carrying down with it a very heavy anthrax 
infection. 

In some cases it is known when the pastures actually 
became infected, as in the case of certain anthrax- 
infected sewage farms. To quote one case in point 
in the Midland Counties, on a series of sewage farms 
covering about 2,500 acres, up to a few years ago 
these farms had never been known to harbour anthrax, 
having been used for cattle grazing principally. 
A large number of the pastures were flooded with 
sewage which contained the effluents from several 
tanneries, and, since the flooding, the deaths from 
anthrax occurred periodically until vaccination was 
adopted, as many as twelve cattle dying in one year. 
A somewhat curious and noteworthy fact in connec- 
tion with these farms is that sheep have grazed 
continuously on the known anthrax pastures, and 
whilst cattle were dying from anthrax no sheep 
were lost. 

Another type of anthrax pasture is that found on 
the banks of certain streams near tanneries. On one 
such pasture in Wiltshire the outbreaks of anthrax 
declined considerably during the war, but has during 
the last few years increased to its pre-war figure. The 
only factor to account for this decline and recurrence 
is that during the war no foreign goat skins were 
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tanned, but are now being tanned in quantity again. 
It may interest the meeting to know that the owners 
of the tannery pay compensation to all occupiers of 
land within a certain radius for all animals which die 
from anthrax. In these outbreaks the contamination 
may not in all cases be due to fresh infection from 
the tannery, but to land infection from previous 
outbreaks. 

The use of artificial manures is a most important 
factor in incidence, the chief manures involved being 
bone manures, shoddy dust, sweepings from factories 
where wool is treated, and possibly manures manu- 
factured at knackeries. 

Anthrax occurs in sheep and goats on a large scale 
in India, Mesopotamia, Arabia, Asia Minor, Egypt, 
Peru, and other countries, and the Departmental 
Committee on anthrax demonstrated the order of 
severity of infection of materials as follows :—-East 
Indian Goat Hair, East Indian Wool, Persian Wool, 
Mohair and other Goat Hair, Egyptian Wool, and 
Alpaca. The compulsory treatment of all dangerous 
wools coming into the country at the port of entry 
by washing in alkaline solution for 15-20 minutes, 
and then treating for 15-20 minutes with a 2-2) per 
cent. solution of formalin, should be an important 
factor in eliminating shoddy as a means of spread of 
anthrax. 

In connection with bone meal, one case occurred 
where bone meal purchased for manure was inadvert- 
ently fed to cattle. Five days later four animals 
were affected with anthrax; two died, and two 
recovered. A case is on record where anthrax occurred 
in animals on premises where shoddy purchased for 
manure was used as bedding. 

We now come to one of the most important factors, 
if not the most important factor, in the incidence 
of anthrax, viz., feeding-stuffs chiefly of foreign 
origin. 

In the Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics for 1901, p. 176, Macfadyean demon- 
strated anthrax bacilli in linseed cake manufactured 
in England from linseed originating from Calcutta 
and Karachi, and in the same journal for 1905, p. 
326, he demonstrated B. anthracis in oats. In both 
these cases cattle had died after feeding on the 
contaminated stuffs. 

Foreign cattle feeding cakes are most often ufder 
suspicion as the means of conveying anthrax, and in 
one case Argentine bran appeared to be implicated. 
Three outbreaks occurred in Norfolk on three separate 
sets of premises, in animals fed on the same consign- 
ment of ground Rangoon beans (haricot). These 
beans went straight from the millers for grinding, 
and thence to the farms. 

An outbreak occurred in pigs fed on dried pigs’ blood 
(2ozs. per pig per diem). The manufacturers of the blood 
stated that after draining from the pigs, the blood 
was heated in a jacketed kettle for 15 minutes at a 
temperature of 212° F. The residue was then pressed 
and heated in a steam-jacketed drier for 30 minutes 
at from 215-230° F. This case is recorded as being 
of interest. Unfortunately, the blood was not tested 
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for anthrax contamination, so that one could not 
definitely implicate the blood feeding. 


Undoubtedly a proportion of the foreign food- 
stuffs are contaminated on board ship by foreign 
hides. Anthrax organisms have been cultivated 
from imported shoddy grain, %e., grain obtained 
from the sweepings of ships’ holds, and shoddy grain 
is looked upon as being most dangerous, and probably 
contains dust from infected hides. 


As you are all doubtless aware, anthrax is most 
prevalent in Aberdeen, and Aberdeen uses much 
cattle food imported from China, Manchuria, India, 
Russia, Mississippi Valley, and Argentine, and 
according to the annual reports of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
the parts of the country into which artificial foods 
and animal products (bones, etc.) are mostly imported 
show the highest incidence of anthrax. 


Other occasional factors in the incidence are trans- 
mission by biting insects. According to Dalrymple, 
the carbuncular form of anthrax predominates in 
Louisiana, the infection being transmitted to healthy 
animals by horse flies, known there as Charbon 
flies. Cutaneous anthrax in this country must be 
very rare, but it is worthy of note that recently in 
Devonshire there has been a serious outbreak of 
anthrax involving a series of farms where several 
cattle have shown somewhat large oedematous skin 
swellings with very high temperature—108° F.—and 
which may possibly have been cutaneous anthrax. 
I believe all the animals with skin lesions recovered. 

Bungert succeeded in transmitting the disease 
through sheep ticks which had previously sucked 
blood from an infected sheep, and contained bacilli 
in their intestines. 

In certain states of U.S.A., the turkey buzzard and 
varrion crow are capable of carrying anthrax on their 
feet, beaks, and in what they throw up after feeding 
on an anthrax carcase. The carrion crow in this 
country may be an occasional means of conveying 
infection. 

The so-called “carrier” animal cannot be lost 
sight of altogether as a means of spreading infection, 
the “carrier’’ being probably a recovered animal. 
Recoveries from anthrax in animals are probably 
much commoner than is generally supposed. 

Fodder (hay) grown on anthrax-contaminated 
meadows may be an infrequent cause of sporadic 
outbreaks. 

According to Stockman, 13 per cent. of anthrax 
outbreaks in this country are due to soil infection, 
69 per cent. to imported foodstuffs, and 18 per cent. 
to other causes, and the chief causes of variation in 
incidence are the numbers of animals in given areas, 
use of bone and shoddy manures, and feeding with 
artificials. 

The average death-rate per outbreak is 1°3 per cent. 

Incidence is greatest in winter, as stated previously, 
when most artificials are used, and accounts probably 
for the greater incidence amongst cattle than sheep. 
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The reason for the lesser incidence amongst sheep 
in this country can be explained in one of three 
ways :— 

(a) Sheep are more immune than cattle. 


(6) Anthrax is not conveyed by the kind of pasture | 


usually allotted to sheep. ’ 

(c) Sheep are not stall fed, and thus do not receive 

such large proportions of artificials. 

With reference to (a) I think it is generally admit- 
ted that sheep have not any special immunity to 
anthrax in this country, the reason resting between 
(6) and (c). 

I wish, finally, to call your attention to a most 
important factor in the incidence in this country, 
and one fraught with the greatest danger to human 
life, viz., EMERGENCY SLAUGHTER, and by emergency 
slaughter I mean the common practice of “ cutting 
an animal’s throat to save its life.” How common 
an occurrence it is to meet cases where an animal, 
suddenly taken ill, has had its throat cut when in 
extremis, and the carcase dressed for human con- 
sumption. In such cases not only is the stock- 
owner laying up more trouble and losses for himself 
by spilling anthrax blood and permanently infecting 
his pastures and buildings, but he is also indulging 
in the more reprehensible practice of endangering 
the lives of individuals employed in the dressing 
and subsequent handling of the carcase. The prac- 
tice can only be looked upon as criminal, and the 
plea of ignorance that anthrax was not suspected 
should not be entertained by any Bench of Magistrates 
engaged in the task of adjudicating in any such case 
brought into a Court of Common Jurisdiction. 


DIscussI0n. 


Major-General Sir Layton Btienxkrinsop, K.C.B., 
D.S.O., in opening the discussion, observed that the 
argument that anthrax in this country was an exotic rather 
than an indigenous disease would appear to be borne out 
by fact ; but there appeared to be no natural reason why 
it should be less epizootic in this country in our hot seasons 
than it was in the steppes of Russia, or, in the summer, in 
Archangel and elsewhere. Was not their comparative 
freedom in England attrubtable to the infrequency of 
soil contamination rather than to their climatic con- 
ditions? This safeguarding against soil infection was 
the result of their veterinary police measures in the locali- 
ties where the disease from time to time appeared, and, 
as the author was employed in those duties, might he not 
be somewhat shy in claiming them as the factor which 
prevented the spreading of anthrax in this country ? 
Those preventive measures might explain to a great 
extent the reason why we enjoyed freedom from the 
sweeping outbreaks experienced in other countries, and 
why their chief incidence was restricted to those sporadic 
cases which, according to Sir 8S. Stockman, appeared in 
stalled animals usually in the colder months of the year. 
They had in this country close humid weather flooded 
lands, and biting flies, etc., but no marked tendency to 
the epizootic type. No attenuation of the pathogenic 
character of the bacillus or partial immunity of our flocks 
and herds could be suggested, so he submitted the infre- 
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quency of soil contamination, rather than climatic differ- 
ences, seemed to be the cause of our comparative freedom 
from the disease. Infection, when it occurred in this 
country, was probably due chiefly, perhaps solely, to spore 
rather than bacillary infection. The ease with which the 
bacillus was destroyed and the extreme vitality of the 
spore explained this. A more or less massive infection 
by the mouth seemed necessary in the absence of some 
definite lesion forming a point of entry. Cutaneous 
infection, on the other hand, might be established with 
the minutest introduction through the skin or mucous 
membrane. Thus infections were established by infected 
shaving brushes in the comparatively refractory human 
subject. Regarding the warning the author had given 
against the use of anthrax flesh, he was sound in the 
opinion that responsibility should be imposed on the 
seller of the infected meat even in cases where an absence 
of reasonable suspicion could be pleaded. As far back as 
1552 the State of Venice imposed the death penalty on 
the seller of an anthrax-infected carcase. 

In considering repressive measures it was interesting 
to note that the German Government assisted the owner 
of an animal which had died from anthrax who brought 
the carcase voluntarily to notice, by wisely granting 
compensation to the extent of four-fifths of the value of 
the animal. They gave no compensation in the case of 
the recent introduction of the disease into a district. 
From his personal observations in countries where anthrax 
was, to a greater or lesser extent, acknowledged to be 
enzootic, he was convinced that it was usually introduced 
by the forage or roughage. In India, where a proper 
system of grass farms providing hay or fresh grass from 
uninfected grass lands was arranged, the disease prac- 
tically disappeared in military animals. Now one only 
saw isolated outbreaks when grass was cut from unguarded 
lands and even then those were usually confined to sporadic 
cases. Formerly, when the grass cutter was sent out to 
cut or scrape up grass in every ditch or hollow, anthrax 
usually demanded a very severe toll from our Government 
animals. This immunity against anthrax in India, which 
the introduction of grass farms had given, confirmed the 
speaker’s contention that the disease was not usually 
spread by grain. Where anthrax had been traced to 
imported grain, it appearedethat the grain had been 
contaminated by infected animal products. With refer- 
ence to the reported incidence of anthrax in certain areas, 
it was necessary to be very confident that the micro- 
scopical diagnosis of cases was above suspicion. And 
in that respect he strongly supported the procedure of the 
Veterinary Department of the Ministry of Agriculture in 
requiring the confirmation of the disease at headquarters. 
He, the speaker, had over and over again seen cases 
diagnosed microscopically as anthrax even in health 
laboratories, which had no relation whatever to anthrax 
except the sudden death of the patient. Especially in 
a hot country, those who were inexperienced in examining 
blood smears from the larger animals might be very 
easily misled in a smear which had been taken some 
time after death. 

The question of prophylaxis against the disease hardly 
came within the scope of the discussion, but in any country 
where severe outbreaks occurred excellent results could 


fe tes 8 


A RET. Se eS 














I EE a ST AS ES TS Oe ee Oe 





780 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


October 21, 1922 











be obtained by employing one of the several methods 
which had been introduced and which had withstood 
the test of time. 

Undoubtedly animals recovered from anthrax far more 
frequently than was generally supposed, and those animals 
acquired a varying degree of immunity, but he (the 
speaker) was afraid that he was unable from his practical 
experience of the disease outside the United Kingdom 
to accept the theory that those recovered animals might 
be carriers in the ordinary acceptance of that term. In 
the army the usual experience of the disease in the United 
Kingdom was confined to horses and had been generally 
traced to imported grain which had been carried loose 
in the holds of the ships which had carried hides from 
anthrax-infected countries. General Blenkinsop went 
on to remark that the incidence of anthrax was one of the 
greatest interest during the war and he gave details as to 
the dealings with outbreaks in Palestine and Syria, and 
discussed the probable causes of animals being infected, 
one of the sources undoubtedly being that a proportion 
of the foreign foodstuffs was contaminated on board 
ship by foreign hides. The speaker also referred to the 
importance of post-mortem examinations in the case of 
anthrax-infected animals being carried out with care, so 
as to avoid the danger of infection with its attendant 
ill effects, and he thought that the risk need not be feared 
if proper precautions were taken. (Applause.) 

Mr. Water Forrescur, J.P. (Past Chairman, Port 
Sanitary Committee, Corporation of London), gave 
details as to investigation into cases of anthrax in human 
beings, following upon the arrival at the Port of steamers 
from foreign parts. In one instance the vessel in question 
carried a general cargo of thousands of bags of bone meal 
from India intended as agricultural manure, and the con- 
clusion was come to that there had been infection through 
the bone meal. A dock labourer engaged in handling 
this material developed anthrax within a week and shortly 


afterwards died. In the meantime the bone meal had. 


been distributed all over the country, but by accident 
a few bags remained at the docks, and on samples being 
taken these were found to contain anthrax spores. 

There was no doubt that many cases which were attributed 
to imported foodstuffs were caused by infected bone meal 
being used as manure for root crops, the spores remaining 
active in the soil and being fed to the cattle on turnips 
and other roots. 

Dr. W. M. Witiovensy, D.P.H., M.O.H., Port of 
London Sanitary Authority, briefly commented upon 
the necessity for careful investigation as to whether the 
incidence of anthrax could be traced back to bone meal 
with any frequency on ships bringing cargoes from the 
ports of countries in which anthrax is prevalent. 

Mr. T. ParKER, Newcastle-on-Tyne, gave instances 
illustrative of the serious dangers of anthrax to the human 
subject. These included a case where an ailing bullock 
within a lair had had its throat cut by a drover to save 
the carcase. The carcase had been then carted to a whole- 
sale meat trader’s premises and dressed by two butchers 
alongside of other carcases. Both butchers were literally 
covered with anthrax-infected blood. The carcase was 
destroyed, premises cleansed and disinfected and the 
butchers instructed as to how to cleanse themselves and 





to report immediately should any sore develop during the 
following week or two. The animal in question was one 
of seven. The other six were isolated in accordance with 
the Anthrax Order and at the outset were found healthy, 
the owner being given the option to have them slaughtered 
immediately. This he refused to do. On the 4th day 
one of the six animals—a heifer—showed signs of anthrax 
and died within 72 hours. Microscopical diagnosis 
confirmed existence of anthrax. The remaining five 
were then further isolated. These the owner consented 
to have slaughtered immediately. Nothing further 
happened. The second animal would undoubtedly become 
infected through either licking the blood containing 
spores from off its own body or consuming contaminated 
fodder, which illustrated the dangers to which animals 
and human beings were exposed where emergency slaugh- 
ter took place outside official supervision. Mr. Parker 
quoted another case in which four quarters of a first-class 
bullock had been well dressed and neatly packed in new 
wrapping and sent into the city (accompanied by a mis- 
leading letter) to be sold. Suspecting anthrax, he took 
possession, confirmed his suspicion by microscopical 
examination and made inquiries which led to the discovery 
that the animal had been bled at the point of death on a 
farm, that the internal organs had been thrown into a 
river close by and that the butcher who had dressed the 
animal was lying seriously ill, his medical attendant being 
puzzled as to the nature of his condition. When the 
authorities at the district whence the carcase came received 
his (Mr. Parker’s telegram) as to existence of anthrax 
the butcher’s medical attendant then suspected anthrax 
and immediately had him (the butcher) conveyed by 
motor to Newcastle Inlirmary, where he was operated 
upon and recovered. Mr. Parker here emphasised the 
value of meat inspection, and added, ‘one life saved 
justifies all the expenditure of having such work under 
the direct supervision of professional experts.” The 
speaker concluded by giving a further case, namely, 
that of a man who had been employed carrying loaded 
sacks from a vessel on to the quayside. The man suffered 
from a malignant pustule on the skin of his neck over the 
cervical region. The history pointed to the probability 
of deck contamination by raw hides and that the sacks 
had been filled with bone meal. Nothing was confirmed, 
however, owing to the lateness of making the inquiries. 


Surgeon-Gommander R. J. MacKrowy, O.B.E., M.B., 
B.Se., D.P.H., R.N., recalled to the memory of the con- 
ference cases at Portsmouth in which men were found to 
be suffering from anthrax (malignant pustule), the 
origin of which was traced to shaving brushes used, and 
which were in all probability of Japanese manufacture. 
It was most interesting as well as difficult to trace the 
history of the brushes back to their original, but it was 
accomplished in two out of three cases, and what was 
more, the three men in question all recovered. (Hear, 
hear.) Bacilli and spores of anthrax were cultured from 
the bristles of the brushes. The incidence of these cases 
led to a thorough inspection of all shaving brushes of the 
naval personnel in the Portsmouth Command, and many 
were found to be of doubtful manufacture ; these were 
destroyed by burning in a furnace, and a system of dis- 
infection for all new brushes was introduced. The use 
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of painters’ tool brushes for shaving was forbidden. ‘The 
speaker concluded by expressing regret that wool which 
came to this country was not subjected to disinfection 
as before, and remembering the likelihood of anthrax 
being in fleeces, he thought this a source of danger. 
(Applause. ) 

Professor LinTON said he desired to congratulate Mr. 
Powley and the Ministry of Agriculture and local authori - 
ties upon the manner in which anthrax had been dealt 
with. There had, he said, been reference to the importa- 
tion of bone meal and foreign foods and the incidence of 
anthrax in Aberdeen where, it was stated, this disease 
was most prevalent. Comparative figures for the years 
1912-1914, taking the basis of animal population, showed 
that in England the outbreaks totalled 8-1 for every 
hundred thousand head of cattle; in Scotland, 22-8; 
Wales, 1; and in Ireland, -02. He had not taken any 
war period, and, dealing with the figures quoted, it would 
be interesting to analyse with them the importations of 
foodstuffs and the proportionate number of cases of 
anthrax. The speaker went on to remark, with regard 
to anthrax in pigs, that there was a large number of sudden 
deaths during the summer, and probably anthrax was 
far more common in pigs than was generally believed. 
in @ case coming under his notice quite recently, there 
was nothing to lead the veterinary inspector to suspect 
the existence of anthrax, but a careful examination of 
the glands proved beyond any question that the pig died 
from anthrax, and this showed the wisdom of making 
the examination a very comprehensive one. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. J. D. Wurirexxap, M.R.C.V.S., Salford, endorsed 
what had been said as to the need for a careful examina- 
tion of the glands. 

Mr. W. Caupwe ti, F.R.C.V.8S., Bournemouth, com- 
mented upon the comparatively few cases of anthrax in 
sheep, and also raised the question as to rats being carriers 
of the disease. 

In reply to a speaker who asked whether the probability 
of imported bone manures had been considered as a cause 
of anthrax outbreaks, the PRESIDENT made some interest- 
ing observations as to bone meal being a well-recognised 
source of trouble and explained, dealing with this question 
of Bombay bone meal, the fact that in the desert there 
were cases where nearly all the sick animals congregated. 
For instance, an animal suffering from anthrax would 
make for such a green spot and die there. Carrion birds 
soon cleared away the flesh, and Bombay natives, 
perfectly well aware of the locality of such places, would 
collect the bones, and these in the form of bone manure 
or for other purposes were exported, and that was how 
the anthrax spore was brought to England and, no doubt, 
was the provocative cause of outbreaks from time to 
time. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. PowLeEy, in the course of his reply, emphasised the 
fact that soil contamination was a most important factor 
in the incidence of anthrax, and the treating of infected 
lands a most unsatisfactory proceeding. Correct diag- 
nosis was most important, and the Ministry’s laboratory 
check on field diagnosis most useful. The speaker briefly 
outlined the steps taken by the Ministry of Agriculture 
to ascertain the facts in relation to bone meal in the 
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incidence of anthrax, and questions were asked of the 
authorities in India as to the methods adopted for treating 
the bones prior to shipment. Treatment of bones prior 
to shipment from India to this country was practically 
non-existent, as the sugar refining trade, glue and gela- 
tine manufacturers required unsterilised bones. Alluding 
to anthrax in pigs, which, he agreed, might be much more 
common than was generally supposed, Mr. Powley pointed 
out that, to form a definite conclusion, superficial examina- 
tion was not enough, and he found it advisable in examin- 
ing the throat always to look into the fauces for lesions. 
The speaker concluded by a brief reference to the sources 


of infection. 





The Calmette Tuberculosis Report. 


REACTION PROPOSAL R&JECTED. 
(Reprinted from The Times.) 

“The various investigations that have been conducted 
in this country into the health of our dairy herds, with 
especial reference to tuberculosis, and the effect upon the 
purity and quality of the milk supply, have led collec- 
tively towards a greater sense of security in regard to the 
danger of tubercular disease in human beings being spread 
through milk, at any rate milk from herds of ordinary 
soundness. 
“In the course of the next week or two, particularly at 
the Dairy Show at Islington, and the Milk Conference at 
the Mansion House next week, this question will be 
receiving prominence, and on this account, as well as 
in view of the operation of the new Milk Act, it is inter- 
esting to learn something of recent inquiries in France. 
“The French Academy of Medicine, prompted by the 
Minister of Health, has made specialised researches into 
the matter, and as a result has come to @ unanimous 
opinion that a positive reaction in cattle to the tuberculin 
test is not so bad as it sounds, and has, in fact, been used 
unduly to alarm public opinion. 
‘“ The action of the French Health Minister was prompted 
by a resolution from the Council of Hygiene for the Aisne 
Department demanding the slaughter of all cows yielding 
milk for public consumption which reacted positively to 
the tuberculin test. The Academy of Medicine, to whom 
the inquiry was referred by the Minister, selected M. A. 
Calmette, the eminent bacteriologist, to make the neces- 
sary research, and his report (details of which The Times 
is now able to publish) has been adopted in its entirety 


by the Academy. 
“It points out that the tubercle bacillus of the bovine 


type differs greatly from the tubercle bacillus of the 
human type, not only inform, but in growth and in viru- 
lence. The bovine type bacilli are rarely met with in 
tubercular lesions of human beings. In France they are 
found in only 4 per cent. to 10 per cent. of the different 
forms of tuberculosis in childhood, and quite exceptionally 
(in 3 per cent. or more) of the cases of chronic tuberculosis 
in the adult. Incidentally, the report mentions that the 
bacilli of the human type are but slightly virulent for 
cattle, even for very young animals; in fact, Behring, 
among other investigators, used them for vaccinating 
calves, but the possible danger of their excreting bacilli 
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virulont for men led to the abandonment of the practice 
‘*The report emphasises the pre-eminent importance 
of human contagion of tuberculosis from one person to 
another rather than of human beings from cattle. In 
numerous countries where bovine tuberculosis virtually 
does not exist and human tuberculosis is very widel) 
spread, as in Japan, Indo-China, India, and Turkey. 
young children are never:fed on cows’ milk. The repori 
expresses the conviction that if bovine tuberculosis is not 
an entirely negligible factor in human infection, it play: 
only a small part in its causation, and a campaign against 
bovine tuberculosis is only of limited importance from 
the point of view of protection of the public health. It 
shows that the proportion of human beings who respond 
positively to the tuberculin test is quite as high, if not 
higher, than the proportion of cattle. 

‘* Sheridan Delepine’s statistics for the cattle of Great 
Britain show that the following percentages reacted to 
tuberculin :— 

Per cent. 


Of 100 animals under | year... eae 3-4 
- - of 1-2 years ans .-« 13-2 
os os of 3-3 . dan a» ©. Be 
os * of 3-5 ,, én wee §=23°5 
- “ of 5-9 ,,, wae ... 48-9 


These are compared with the statistics relating to 
human beings, which show that the percentage of positive 
reaction to tuberculin, slight among children, increases 
as age progresses, especially in towns, till nearly all adults 


are found more or less infected by tubercle bacilli. The 
percentages of subjects who gave a positive reaction to | 


tuberculin are as follows: 


Per cent. 


From 0-1 year - Mie ae ‘ 5-5 
» 1-2 years ‘a _ ins er 20 
ef aia aos en Kee 55 
| a Mt oe we uc 77 

About 15 years =? _ one owe 89 


** The report expresses the opinion that the problem of the 
olimination of bovine tuberculosis ought to be looked at 
chiefly from the economic point of view, and in terms of the 
economic losses which it entails, both in the reduction of 
the milk yield of infected animals and in the difficulties 
of fattening them. The economic significance of these 
losses is considerable. In France, before the war, they 
were not less than twenty million francs per annum (about 
£350,000 at current rates). in Great Britain according to 
Brittlebank, thoy were twenty-five million francs, and 
in the United States, according to the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, they were as much as forty million francs. 
“The problem is one for the veterinary surgeons and 
cattle owners. It will be solved, not by regulations, but 
by a better organisation of the hygiene of cowsheds and 
by the isolation of animals which have active and infected 
lesions. Attempts to meet the problem by the slaughter 
of animals reacting to the tuberculin test have been 
impracticable. In Belgium between 1895 and 1897 the 
expenses caused by such a systom of slaughter became so 
high that the regulations were rapidly modified, but in 
these two years 9,280 animals were sacrificed without any 
result, 
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‘It is inadmissible, the report concludes, that mile 
cows which show no apparent lesions, clinically or othor- 
wise, whose mammary glands are unaffected, whose milk 
does not contain tubercle bacilli and whose general state 
is good, should not be preserved for milk production, or 
that they should be sold under the sole pretext that they 
react to the tuberculin test.” 


HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 
KING’S BENCH DIVISION. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS—SLANDER 
ACTION. 


McFADYEAN v. COLEMAN. 


(Before Mr. Justice DARLING and a Special Jury.) 


In this action, Sir John McFadyean, Principal of the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W., sought 
to obtain damages from Mr. J. C. Coleman, a veterinary 
surgeon, of Swindon, for alleged slander concerning him 
in the way of his profession. 

The defendant denied that the words complained of 
bore the meanings alleged, and he contended that they 
were spoken without malice on a privileged occasion. 

Mr. Harold Morris, K.C., and Mr. R. T. Monier Williams 





appeared for the plaintiff; Mr. Rayner Goddard for the 
defendant. 

Mr. Morris said that the plaintiff was a veterinary 
surgeon, who, since 1904, had been Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College. The defendant had been in practice 
as a veterinary surgeon at Swindon for along time. The 
plaintiff had been accused of unprofessional conduct, 
which was a serious charge against a man in his position. 
The attack was made at a meeting of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, on July 22nd, 1921, at 
the Pack Horse Hotel, Staines. The defendant said :— 

I would like to propose a resolution something after this 
style :—That this Association strongly deprecates Sir 
John MecFadyean’s method of approaching stock owners 
direct with his serums, vaccines, etc., and further considers 
him guilty of unprofessional conduct in the manner in 
which he does this, indirectly suggesting that the general 
practitioner is incapable and not to be trusted, and appeals 
to the Council of the R.C.V.S. to give it their consideration 
and to take action to prevent recurrence. 

As Principal of the Royal Veterinary College the plaintiff 
had taken charge of research work. In 1911 a branch 
was started for such work with a view to eradicating disease 
among stock and cattle. In 1920 this branch submitted 
« scheme to the Board of Agriculture for eradicating 
tuberculosis from pedigree herds, and it was adopted by 
the Board. In its issue of January, 1921, the British 
Friesian Journal contained a statement that the plaintiff 
had made arrangements with the British Friesian Cattle 
Society to render gratuitous assistance to members of the 
society to eradicate tuberculosis by supplying tuberculin 
and by conducting tests. Three or four very simple 
rules were laid down, and it was on this that the defendant 
said that the plaintiff was guilty of unprofessional conduct. 
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TUBERCULOSIS TESTS. 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was a body 
which controlled the veterinary surgeons in this country, 
but this scheme was instituted by the Veterinary College 
at Camden Town. It provided the tuberculin, and the 
owner of affected herds chose his own veterinary surgeon 
to carry out the initial test, and after three months the 
college sent down its own surgeon and gave certificates. 
It was obviously right that the body giving a certificate of 
freedom from tuberculosis should make the final test. 
Nothing went into the plaintiff's pocket through the 
scheme. The Board of Agriculture made a special grant 
to provide tuberculin. On March 3lst, 1921, the defendant 
wrote to the president of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, drawing his attention to and criticising the 
plaintiff and the scheme. The defendant was a member 
of the council of the society. | The letter was acknowledged 
and the matter was brought before the society in June, 1921, 
and the committee which controlled such questions decided 
that there was “ no case,” and this decision was confirmed 
at a later date by the council itself. The defendant was 
justified in his action if he thought that the plaintiff had 
acted in an unprofessional manner. One would have 
thought that the defendant would have been satisfied to 
allow the matter to drop. He did not do so, however, 
for on July 22nd, 1921, he brought forward the resolution, 
which was the subject of this action. before the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association at Staines. 
He knew that the proceedings of the society would be 
reported. The defendant was asked to apologise, and an 
apology of the mildest type was suggested. He chose, 
however, to take up the position that no apology was 
necessary. 

The plaintiff gave evidence. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Goddard, Sir John McFadyean 
said that he was a fellow-member of the defendant on the 
Registration Committee of the Royal College of Voterinary 
Surgeons, which dealt with professional complaints. There 
was occasionally a difference of opinion on what constituted 
professional misconduct. The defendant claimed to take 
the country practitioner under his wing. He agreed that, 
from a scientific point of view, he was head of his profession. 
A man who owned a herd of Friesian cattle could well 
afford to pay for veterinary advice. The college offered 
gratuitous assistance in the matter, but the offer was not 
to the Friesian Society alone. 

Mr. F. Bullock, secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, said, in cross-examination, that the 
council had before them the defendant’s letter and a 
newspaper cutting. The defendant was not called upon 
to address the council when they gave their decision. 

Mr. Justice Darling, replying to a submission by Mr. 
Goddard, said that undoubtedly it was a matter of public 
importance and that counsel for the plaintiff had admitted 
that the occasion was privileged. 

Mr. Goddard addressed the jury. 

Mr. J. ©. Coleman, the defendant, said that he had 
carried out many tests by tuberculin. He thought that 
the gratuitous offer would have a bad effect on the country 
practitioner. He objected to the plaintiff's approaching 
the stock owners direct and not through the country 
practitioner. The reason why the matter was ruled out 
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by the Royal College was that the solicitor to the society 
advised that newspaper evidence could not be accepted. 
He did not think that the case was judged upon its merits, 
and for that reason he moved the resolution at the Royal 
Sounties Veterinary Medical Association. He had no 
personal feeling against the plaintiff. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Morris, the witness said that he 
did not wish the plaintiff’s name struck off the register ; 
he only wanted him to be censured. He did not want 
to get the scheme stopped. He only wished to see local 
advisers approached first. In his opinion less serious 
cases of unprofessional conduct had been struck off the 
register. 

After counsel had addressed the jury, 

Mr. Justice Darling said that the issue was a simple one. 
There was no doubt that the words were spoken of the 
plaintiff by the defendant, and that they were actionable. 
The occasion was privileged, but privilege would be lost 
if a person used the occasion maliciously. 

The jury returned a verdict for the defendant, and his 
Lordship entered judgment accordingly. 

Solicitors—Messrs. Trinder, Capron, Kekewich and Co. ; 
Messrs. Burch and Co., for Mr. Harold Lemon, Swindon.— 
The Times. 

The Eradication of Glanders and Anthrax in Man and 
Animals. 


The following is the synopsis of a paper on the above 
subject to be delivered by Major-General Sir John Moore, 
before the Royal Society of Medicine, on Tuesday, October 
24th. 

GLANDERS. 


The bugbear of armies and large studs of horses in olden 
times—now practically eradicated—factors responsible 
for its eradication—-Life history of Bacillus Mallei and 
resistance to external agency—susceptibility of animals— 
Mallein as a diagnostic agent—illustrations.of the difference 
between handling outbreaks of Glanders in pre-mallein 
days and now with the aid of Mallein—Experience in the 
British Expeditionary Force, France, during the Great 
War—the Subcutaneous cervical and Intra-dermo palpebral 
methods of testing—Glanders in human beings—-extinction 
in human practice consonant with disappearance in 
animals—-Statement showing-« gradual eradication of 
Glanders in animals of Great Britain. 


ANTHRAX. 


Difficult. proposition—the disease much more formidable 
in animals than man—Life history of the causal agent— 
the spore——resistance to external agency—Soil infection 
the cardinal point of incidence in India—examples of the 
longevity of the organisms in particular portions of ground 
in India-—soil infection not so prominent a factor at Home 

-analysis of cases of Anthrax amongst animals in Great 
Britain to show that infection results mainly from imported 
feeding stuffs—Chart supporting this view—TIndustrial 
Anthrax chiefly extraneous——various sources—wool, skin 
wool, hides, skins, horse hair: Anthrax question a world 
problem—incidence and reduction in human beings is 
contingent on completeness of control of the disease in 
animals—primarily a veterinary question—Proceedings 
of the Departmental Committee on Anthrax 1918— 
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Criticism—The Advisory Committee appointed by the 
International Labour Organisation and Veterinary aspect 
—exporting countries of animal products in the first in- 
stance to initiate and maintain a plan of campaign— 
ways and means—India in relation to disease in animals 
generally—inadequate means of control—A_ reflection— 
Paucity of Civil Veterinary Department—no Head of 
Department to co-ordinate effort—no satisfactory Act for 
Contagious Animal Diseases—urgency for same—the three 
main factors to be observed in the actual handling of an 
Anthrax situation—compulsory notification—compulsory 
disposal of carcases according to defined procedure—dis- 
infection of surroundings—disinfection of raw materials 
from overseas as a safeguard to human infection—effluents 
from tanneries and wool factories—sterilization of food 
stuffs—infection on transit in ships—inoculation by 
vaccines as a preventative in animals—Statement on the 
Epidiascope showing prevalence of Anthrax in animals 
in Great Britain since 1887. 


Medical English as She is Wrote. 


“Medical Terminology has never distinguished itself 
by its exactitude, clarity and precision.” Beginning 
with this quotation from the German journal Virchows 
Archiv, the editor of the Journal of the American Medical 
Association in a recent issue proceeds to discuss the short- 
comings of medical writers in the use of English. After 
taking a fling at the loose usage of > and 
‘apoplexy ’’ the Journal continues : 

“A difference between infectiousness and contagious- 
ness seems not to exist in the minds of some writers, while 
others describe the inoculation of animals or patients 
with serum, as if inoculation and injection were synonyms. 
The distinction between tuberculous and tubercular is 
apparently too subtle for many, including writers of 
excellent repute, who seem to forget that if there exist 
such things as tubercular leprosy, tubercular syphilids, 
and normal anatomic tubercles of many sorts, then the 
words tubercle and tubercular cannot possibly be under- 
stood to mean specifically infections with Bacillus tuber- 
culosis, even if some of the lesions produced by this germ 
are tubercular ; many tuberculous lesions are not tuber- 
cular, and many tubercular lesions have nothing to do with 
tuberculosis. 

** Perhaps the worst of it is that we keep on adding errors 
and monstrosities to our medical nomenclature, so that 
sometimes it seems more like a jargon than a language. 
Take the word vaccine. The word is as badly misused as 
the principle. Its classical parent means cow, and 
‘vaccine’ was used, of course, because cowpox was the 
disease transmitted by Jenner in the prophylaxis of 
smallpox. Certainly the present use of the word vaccin- 
ation for injection of every possible sort of pathogenic 
bacteria, to say nothing of pollens and food proteins, has 
no justification on an etymological basis, and its use for all 
these things unrelated to the cow is an etymological bull. 
But, like many another atrocity of the same sort, its careless 
usage has become so widespread as to fix it, presumably 
for all time. We are, however, a little encouraged to see 
that some careful writers have made a slight impression 

on the prevalent error of speaking of devi. tion of com- 


‘ 


‘ cirrhosis ’ 
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plement when fixation of complement is meant. Some of 
these errors we owe to the Germans, who are remarkably 
lax in their scientific terminology, but one particularly 
grievous sin we get from the German literature through 
no fault of the Germans, namely, the literal translation 
of the compound adjective without rearranging it into 
English. From this source we get such sentences as 
‘the blood contains bacteria destroying antibodies ’ when, 
of course, the reverse is meant, for the bacteria are 
destroyed, not the antibodies. We read, likewise, 
‘albumin containing urine’ or ‘ blood destroying poisons,’ 
phrases that shriek loudly for at least a missing hyphen 
if they cannot have a real English construction. Some- 
times it is necessary to rewrite a dozen sentences in a single 
article just to get around this failure to arrange in English 
form the translation of the gloriously compounded German 
adjective, concerning which Mark Twain wrote so lucidly 
and with so much feeling. As for the habitual and un- 
limited misuse and abuse of the words ‘ case’ by medical 
men and ‘ operate * by surgeons, we have on other occasions 
expressed our views. The observant physician, however, 
is beginning to realise at least the fundamental rules 
governing their usage.”—-Journal Amer. Vet. Med. 
Association. 








At the autumn Conference of the Nationa! Federation 
of Meat Traders, held at Southport, a resolution was 
passed calling upon H.M. Government to introduce 
legislation for the compulsory treatment of cattle in order 
to bring about the elimination of the warble-fly pest ; 
while a further resolution demanded an official enquiry 
into the relative merits of the various methods of the 
slaughtering of animals for human consumption. 


At the request of the Jamaica Government, the Colonial 
Office is sending Mr. Connacher, a veterinary expert 
formerly employed by the South African Government, 
to combat the epidemic of foot-and-mouth disease which 
is developing in the western provinces of the island. 


It is reported that the Federation of Medical and Allied 
Services, of which Sir Berkeley Moynihan is President, 
has decided to urge the Government to allocate £500,000 
to cancer research. Cancer caused 43,687 deaths in 
1920, and is estimated to be responsible for the death of 
25 per cent. of people over 45 years of age. 


Following a deputation from the Welsh branches of 
the National Farmers’ Union to protest against the serious 
consequences of the speeh dipping order under which 
thousands of sheep in North Wales could not be marketed, 
the Ministry of Agriculture have new met the farmers’ 
demands. The vexatious clause limiting sales to twenty- 
eight days after the dipping is cancelled, and freedom 
of movement is restored for sheep dipped at any time 
after August I4th. The new Order applies to all six 
North Wales counties. 
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MR. FRANK W. GARNETT. 


In the report which we publish to-day of the 
Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal College, 
reference is made to the loss sustained by the pro- 
fession by the death of Mr. Frank W. Garnett, and 
the speeches in honour of his memory were, in 
keeping with the character of the man, of the utmost 
simplicity and sincerity. 

We desire to take this opporiunity of adding our 
own tribute to the memory of a man who, as much 
as any man of his generation, deserved well of the 
profession. 

He was elected to the Council of the College in 
1904, and at each re-election he was returned with 
a gradually increasing vote, until in 1920 he was 
first on the list—easily first. He had just com- 
pleted his five years’ Presidency of the College, 
during the strenuous years which followed 1914, 
and that election was the genuine verdict of the 
profession of the way in which they regarded him. 

His record of service to the profession as a 
member of the Council of the College is a long one. 
He it was who resuscitated the proposal to provide 
an income for the R.C.V.S. by means of an Annual 
Fee, which resulted in the adoption by the 
profession of the principles of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act (Amendment) Bill. He was a 
member of the Committee which was appointed 
to watch this Bill through Parliament, and by his 
personal influence contributed not a liitle to its 
at last securing a hearing in the House of Commons. 

As Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
from 1906, he was the prime mover in obtaining 
the insertion of a definition of “ Veterinary 
Surgeon” in several Parliamentary Bills, both 
public and private. From 1910 the Commitice 
worked to obtain exemption for Veterinary 
Surgeons from the higher motor and petrol taxes, 
but did not succeed until 1915. The Committee, 
under his guidance, obtained substantial amend- 
ments to the Milk and Dairies Bills before they 
passed in 1915, so as to provide that the inspection 
of cattle should always be carried out by a Veterin- 
ary Surgeon. Mr. Garnett, as Chairman of the 
Committee, gave evidence before the Departmental 
Committee on the Public Veterinary Services in 
1912, and he served on the Committee appointed 
later to draw up the petition for the new Charter 
of 1914 and the regulations for the D.V.S.M. He 
was elected President in July, 1914. During the 
previous two years he had been Treasurer of the 
British Committee for the Tenth International 
Veterinary Congress, which entailed a tremendous 














amount of hard work. The outbreak of war 
stopped the Congress, but greatly added to the work 
to be done by the President of the College. A new 
Commiitee of the Council was appointed—the War 
Emergency Committee—-of which he was Chairman, 
and this Committee was kept busy for the first four 
years of his Presidency in dealing with such matters 
as the exemption of Veterinary Students from 
military service, to enable ihem to complete their 
course of training, and the holding of special 
eXaminaiions to meet the demand for qualified 
Veterinary Surgeons. The recruiting of officers 
for the R.A.V.C. and the improvement of their 
conditions of service also owe much to Mr. 
Garneit’s energetic interest. This work involved 
the President in frequent visits to London ; he was 
indeed compelled to stay in town for weeks at a 
time. When the Veterinary Tribunal was estab- 
lished, Mr. Garneit was nominated by the President 
of the Local Government Board to be its chairman. 
He had previously received the honour of C.B.E. 

Mr. Garnett was sent out in the spring of 1919 by 
the Minisiry of Reconsiruciion as a member ef the 
Civil Advisory Board in France, and was stationed 
at Lille, his duties being to advise officers and men 
of like educational standing who desired to enter 
the Profession. He was afterwards appointed by 
the Ministry of Labour as a member of the Grants 
Committee, which carries out the Government 
scheme for maintenance and training grants to 
ex-service candidates to enable them to qualify 
for admission to the professions. This work 
entailed on Mr. Garnett frequent visits to town 
and protracted periods of residence in London. 
One of his last visits to town was in connection 
with this matter. 

On the occasion of the recent outbreak of 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease, which was unique in its 
magnitude, Mr. Garnett went at once to the 
assistance of the Minisiry of Agriculture. Almost 
from the first he showed so much ability and grasp 
of the situation that he was soon placed in a senior 
officer’s position. Needless to add, he acquitted 
himself in a brilliant manner. 

He was afterwards chosen by the Ministry as 
the representaiive of the Veterinary Profession 
on the Committee of Enquiry, but he was chosen 
on account of the broad knowledge he had acquired 
of the situation, and his distinguished personal 
characteristics. We have reason to believe that 
his services were considered by his colleagues on the 
Commiitee to be of the highest value, and many 
of those who appeared as witnesses before the 
Committee have expressed the greatest admiration 
of the courage and determination with which he 
handled the problems as they were put before him. 


In Mr. Garnett the profession has lost a leader 
of insight and enthusiasm, a man who devoted 
himself, his time, his energy, and his purse to the 
raising of the status of the Veterinary Surgeon. 
Optime meruit de colleqio. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the 
Royal College, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Friday, 
October 6th, 1922: Mr. H. Sumner, President, in 
the chair. 

The following members of Council were present : 
Major J. Abson, Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, Lt.-Col. J. W. 
Britilebank, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. J. B. 
Buxton, J. H. Carter, J. Clarkson, J. C. Coleman, 
J. F. Craig, 8. H. Gaiger, A. Gofton, R. Hughes, 
W. S. King, G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke. J. W. 
McIntosh, J. McKinna, Sir J. M’Fadyean, Sir John 
Moore, Mr. W. J. Mulvey, Mr. T. 8S. Price, Dr. J. 
Share-Jones, Major P. J. Simpson, Mr. 8. H. Slocock, 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Mr. J. Willett, Mr. George 
Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. Fred Bullock (Secre- 
tary). 

MINUTES. 


The minutes of the lasi meeting, having been 
printed and published, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 

OBITUARY. 

The Secretary read the Obituary Lisi. 

The Prestpent: The reading of the Obituary 
List is always a sad event. To-day I think it is 
inexpressibly sad, because it records the passing 
away from us, all too soon, of our friend and co- 
worker, Mr. Garneit. As President of the College, I 
should like to express in the fullest possible manner 
the indebtedness of the veterinary profession for 
what we might call the life work of our friend Garnett. 
He was a man of wide sympathies and activities. 
but I think we can fairly claim that his primary 
object in life was the welfare of the profession oi 
which he was such an ornament. I will not dilate 
further on the matter. I feel sure that many round 
this table would like to express their sympathy. I 
will ask Mr. Mulvey to move a vote of condolence to 
the late Mr. Garnett’s sorrowing wife and family. 

Mr. W. J. Mutvey: Mr. President and Genilemen. 
it is with feelings of the deepest regret that I move 
a vote of condolence and sympathy to the wife and 
family of the late Mr. Garnett. It seems almost 
impossible to believe that we shall not see our friend 
Garnett here again. Only at the last meeting he 
attended in his place full of life and energy, and 
although after the meeting he complained to me oi 
not feeling very well, and thai he though. he should 
not be doing so much as he had been doing, yet there 
did not appear to be anything radically wrong with 
him. Unforiunaicly the end came very rapidly. 
He was stricken while sitiing at his table, and lived 
for about twelve hours before he died. As ow 
President has very well said, he was a man full of 
energy, and he devoted a great deal of that energy 
to the welfare of the veterinary profession. He 
worked very hard for his profession, and the Council 
and the profession generally owe to his memory a 
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that he spent while he was President. As you know, 
he was President during the war, and occupied the 
position of Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
for some years, and no one but those who knew him 
intimately would credit the amount of time which 
he devoted to his work in those positions. He spent 
weeks in London occupied with the duties of the 
Council and working for the welfare of the profession. 
Apart from what he did for the veterinary profes- 
sion, he did a large amount of public work for the 
county to which he belonged. He was Jusiice of 
vhe Peace, the military representative on the Tribunal 
during the war, and he engaged in very many other 
chings which the ordinary man could not have done. 
He devoted his life’s energy principally to the wel- 
fare of this profession. I beg to move a vote of 
condolence to his family. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Mr. President and Genile- 
men, as one who held Mr. Garnett in more than 
respect—in real affection—-I should like to be allowed 
to associate myself very fully with what has been so 
eloquently expressed by our President and Mr. 
Mulvey with regard to the character of the late Mr. 
Garnett. Mr. Mulvey has spoken in general terms 
of the great services which Mr. Garnett rendered to 
this profession, and said that he had thereby earned 
the gratitude of the profession. I think there is 
some satisfaction in thinking that that deep debt of 
gratitude is recognised throughout the rank and 
file of the profession as well as by ihe members of 
this Council. It is no exaggeration to say that in 
his endeavour to promote the general interests of 
the profession he spared neither his own healih. 
nor his time, nor his purse; but I believe that over 
and above the gratitude which is due in respect to 
actual advantages which accrued, and which will 
accrue, to the profession through his services, the 
profession will respect him because what he, did was 
done without ostentation and without the slightest 
suspicion of self-seeking. (Hear, hear.) It is proverbial 
that in this world no one is indispensable, but I do 
not recollect any case in which the death of a member 
of this Council has come home to one with such 
a feeling of irreparable loss. 

Mr. J. H. Carter: Mr. President and Gentlemen. 
I should like also to associate my name with this 
las. tribute of our respect to our departed friend. 
It was only at the last Council meeting that Mr. 
Garneit said to me, ‘“‘ After the next Council meeting 
[ am going to come and spend a night with you.” 
Unfortunately that has not been allowed him. | 
should like to support everything that has been said 
in regard to his merits. There was no one in the 
profession more highly respected, and there was no 
one who did more for the profession than Mr. Garnett. 
I should like to associate myself with the voie of 
condolence. 

The vote of condolence was carried, all the members 
upstanding. 

Mr. Mutvey: Mr. President, I regret very much 
that the death of another member of this Counc’! 
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Colonel Elphick. He was a member of the Council 
for some seven or eight years. He was a well-known 
practitioner in the North of England, and held many 
important appointments. He was highly respected 
by all who had the honour of his acquaintance, and 
{ should like to move that a vote of sympathy and 
condolence be sent to his wife and family. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Mr. President and Gentle- 
men, I should like to associate myself with what Mr. 
Mulvey has just said with regard to the death of 
Colonel Elphick. I reckoned him as a very old 
friend, and I think one may say about him that it 
would be a good thing for this profession if there 
were more like him throughout the country. Public 
opinion with regard to the profession in general is 
founded on the experience of people with regard to 
the members of the profession, and Colonel Elphick, 
as most of you know, was held in the highest respect 
by everybody in the district in which he practised. 
I desire to support the proposal of Mr. Mulvey that 
a vote of condolence be sent to his wife and family. 

Mr. Gorron: May I be permitted to say one word 
in support of this motion. I knew Mr. Elphick from 
my very earliest days, and I would just like to say 
that throughout my experience with him I never 
found a man who was more willing to help the younger 
members of the profession as they were feeling their 
way in their professional work. I personally received 
much assistance from him. There was no man more 
highly respected in the North both in regard to his 
work and his personal qualities. 

The vote of condolence was carried, all the members 
upstanding. 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 
The SEcRETARY read the list of names of those 


gentlemen who had been admitted to the College 
since the last quarterly meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

The SecrETARY announced that an invitation had 
been received to appoint delegates to the National 
Milk Conference, to be held in London from the 16th 
to 18th October. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. McIntosh 
sincerely thanking the Council for their kind thoughts 
and sympathy during his recent illness, and added, 
‘““T am sure we are all very glad to see Mr. McIntosh 
back with us.” (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. McIntosu: Mr. President, I should like to 
supplement my letter, now I am permitted to be 
with you again, by saying how very much I appre- 
ciated your kindly thoughts and sympathy during 
the illness which I recently went through. 

The Secretary read a letter of thanks from the 
Editor of The Field, addressed to the President, 
in reply to a letter of congratulation by the President 
on the celebration of The Field’s seventieth birthday. 

The Secretary then read letters of apology for 
absence from Messrs. Trigger, Wharam and Spencer. 

The PresIpENT: Arising out of the correspondence 
there is the question of appointing a delegate or 
delegates to attend the National Milk Conference. 
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Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I beg to move that the 
President and Colonel Brittlebank be asked to attend 
that Conference as representatives of this Council. 
I do so because I think these gentlemen can speak 
from knowledge and experience of what I understand 
are to be the principal subjects of discussion at that 
Conference. 

Mr. McKinna: I have pleasure in seconding 
these nominations. 

Mr. J. Wittetr: I should like to ask if it entails 
any expense ? 

The PRESIDENT: 
guinea. 

Mr. J. Wituetr: I should like to know, for my 
own information, whether anyone attending would 
have to pay that fee ? 

The PrestpENt: I take it that the College will 
pay the fee. 

Mr. J. Wittetr: I am talking of any unofficial 
member attending the Conference. A good many 
of us will go to it. 

The SecreTary: Anyone may attend the Con- 
ference by applying for permission to attend; that 
is all. 

The Prestpent: “ Those who do not wish to be 
members of the Conference, but who desire to be 
present at any or all Sessions, can obtain tickets by 
filling up the accompanying application form. —Prior- 
iy will be given, in allotting seats, to members of 
the Conference.” 

Mr. J. WitLetr: I only asked the ques.ion for the 
information of the profession at large-—whether we 
should be allowed to attend, and in what way we 
should apply for admission. I support the appoint- 
ment of the delegates. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I take it that as we are 
invited to send delegates it will be unnecessary to 
pay a fee for admission. It is not usual. 

The Prestpent: That is a matter which can be 
left over. 

Mr. McKinna: I should like to add, “* that the 
expenses of the delegates, if any, should be paid as 
a matter of course.” 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I intended that. 

Colonel BritrLeBANK: -¢There will not be any 
expenses as far as I am concerned. My Council is 
sending me to represent them. and they will pay my 
expenses. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE HisTory 
oF Mepicink, Lonpon, JuLy, 1922. 


The membership fee is one 


The SecrETARY presented the following report : 
Having been nominated by the President to act in 
company with Major-General Sir Frederick Smith 
as delegate of the College to the Third International 
Congress on the History of Medicine, held in London, 
from July 17th to 24th, I beg to report that I was 
present at the opening meeting and at the General 
Meeting for the reception of papers on the History 
of Veterinary Science. Sir Frederick Smith was able 
to attend all meetings. Among the papers of veterin- 
ary interest: were the following :— 
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Major-General Sir F. Smith, on the position of 
Veterinary Anatomy in England in the 16h, 
L7th, and 18¢h centuries. 

Professor Cole, on Ruini’s Anatomy of the Horse. 

Monsieur Sevilla, on the meaning of the Syndrome 
Colic in the Hippiatrika. 

Monsieur Moulé, on the Malis of the Greek and 
the Malleus of the Latin writers. 

Mr. F. Bullock, on the Mulomedicina Chironis. 

Abstracis of these papers will be published in the 

Transactions of the Congress, and vthose by Sir F. 
Smith and myself will be published in eatenso in the 
professional journals. 

The next Congress will be held in three years’ 

time, in Geneva. . 

The PRESIDENT : 

any comments ? 

Colonel BrirrLeBaNnk: [ think we should thank 

both Sir Frederick Smith and our Secretary for so 
kindly attending this Conference, for the time and 
trouble they have taken in our interesis, and for 
their valuable work. 

Mr. J. H. Carter: I have pleasure in 

that. 

The motion was put and carried, 


Does anybody wish to make 


seconding 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. ABSON presented the following repori of 
the Finance Committee : 

I. Chairman.—It was resolved that Major J. Abson 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

Il. Méinutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

[1l. Financial Statement.—The 
his Financial Statement for the quarter, showing a balance 
in hand of £790 2s. 7d., and liabilities amounting to 
£434 3s. 9d. 

It was resolved that the 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for monthly salaries, petty 


Treasurer submitted 


Treasurer’s statement be 


cash, gas, electric light, fuel, and repairs. 

LV. Investment of Funds.—-The Treasurer reported 
that, as authorised, he had invested the sum of £1,060 
in the purchase of £1,019 44 per cent. War Loan, this sum 
representing amounts received in voluntary subscriptions. 

V. Annual Fees.—The 
of members who had not paid the Annual Fee, showing 
those whose fees had not been paid for 1921 and 1922. 

It was resolved that proceedings be taken to enforce 
payment of the Annual Fee in the case of members in 
arrear for two years, where satisfactory evidence of 


Registrar submitted a list 


means to pay is received. 

VI. Resignation of Principal Clerk.—A letter of 
resignation was received from Mrs. Morgan, and it was 
resolved— 

(a) That the resignation of Mrs. Morgan as Principal 
Clerk be accepted, with thanks for her valuable services 
during the past four years. 
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(6) That the Secretary be authorised to advertise for 
a male senior Clerk, at a commencing salary of £200 per 
annum, age not to exceed 30 years. 

(c) That the appointment be left in the hands of a 
small Committee consisting of the Chairman and Treasurer, 
together with Sir Stewart Stockman and the Secretary. 


I move that the report be received and adopted. 
Mr. J. H. Carter: I beg to second that. 
The motion was then put and carried. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE, 


Mr. A. Gorton read the report of the Examinaiion 
Commitiece as follows :--—- 


I. Chairman.—It was resolved that Mr. A. Gofton 


be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year. 
(a) A letter was received from 





Il. Correspondence. 
Major A. B. Mattinson, 
examiner in Stable Management, Class B. 

It was resolved that the resignation of Major A. B. 
Mattinson be accepted with regret. 

(5) A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Grants Committee of the Ministry of Labour, Appoint- 
ments Department, asking the consent of the Council to 
the appointment of Mr. Fred Bullock, the Secretary of 
the College, to be a member of the Grants Committee in 
place of the late Mr. F. W. Garnett. 

It was resolved to recommend that approval be given 


tendering his resignation as 


to Mr. Bullock to attend as a member of the Grants 
Committee. 
Ill. Reports on July Examinations.—Reports from 


the Chairmen of the Board of Examiners, the Delegates 
and Local Secretaries on the examinations held in July 
were submitted. 

It was resolved— 

(a) That it be an instruction to the Examiners to submit 
to the Local Secretaries a list of the specimens they require 
in good time before the examinations. 

(6) That the attention of the Examiners be called to 
the instruction requiring that the marking of the written 
papers should be completed before the commencement 
of the Oral examination, and that the special attention 
of certain Examiners be called to this requirement. 

(c) That a letter be addressed to an Examiner in Class 
D calling his attention to the complaint of a Delegate that 
he did not arrive at the Oral examination at one centre 
until 50 minutes after the appointed time. 

(d) That the Secretary be instructed to address a letter 
of thanks to all the persons and institutions who had 
assisted the College in connection with the examinations. 

(e) That a special vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. 
Finlay Kerr for the excellent manner in which he had 
carried out the arrangements for the examinations in 
Dublin under very exceptional circumstances. 

IV. Report of Fellowship HExamination.—The Secre- 
tary submitted a report by Mr. W. J. Mulvey on two 
examinations for the Fellowship Diploma, held on July 
28th and August 8th, when the following candidates 
were successful :—Mr. J. A. Griffith and Mr. E. Morgan. 

V. Educational Certificates——(a) Educational Cer- 
tificates Nos. 2604 and 2633 were submitted and approved. 
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(6) The consideration of Educational Certificates Nos. 
2601 and 2603 was deferred, pending the adoption by the 
Council of an alteration of Bye-Law, of which notice would 
be given by the Chairman. 

VI. EHxemptions.—It was resolved to recommend :- 

(a) That notwithstanding Resolution 7 (iii) (6) of the 
meeting of Council on the 8th April, 1921, and Resolution 
11 (6), last paragraph of the meeting of Council of the 
7th April, 1922, the power granted to the Examination 
Committee under Bye-Law 59 be restored. 

(6) Subject to the approval by the Council of this 
recommendation, it was resolved to recommend that 
exemption from further Preliminary Examination be 
granted in the following cases :- 

Smithers, H. E., 24, Capt. Indian Army, 1915-1922. 
Mentioned. Civil Service Army Exam., 1915. Eng., 
Maths., French. Indian Army Lower Hindustani. 

Hughes, R., 24, Capt., Indian Army, 1916-1922. Civil 
Service Army Exam., 1916. Eng., Maths., French, 
Chem. Indian Army Cert. in’ Persian, Pushti, 
Hindustani. 

Trench, W. T., 30, Major Can. Mtd. Rifles, M.C., Croix 
de Guerre, Palme, ditto Etoile. Wounded, gassed. 
Served 1914-1919. Since Dairy and Stockfarming 
in Canada to recuperate. Surveyors’ Institute En- 
trance Exam. Eng., Maths., French, Diploma of 
Por. Assoc. Surveyors’ Inst. Exempted from further 
Prel. by Conjoint Board. 

Goodall, L. M., 28, Capt. Indian Army, 1914-1921. 
H.M. Cert. Conjoint Board Exemption. One year’s 
medical study. 

Mirza, 8., Capt., Active Service, 1914-1917.  Scholar- 
ship granted by Nizam of Hyderabad. 

VII. Concessions._—(a) Applications were received 
from 21 ex-service candidates who had failed at the July 
Examinations for permission to pass to the next year’s 
work, and to take the required subject at the December 
ixaminations. The applications were granted in 12 
cases. 

(6) An application was received from a graduate of the 
Bombay Veterinary College (3 years 
military service, for permission to attend the Final Exami- 
nation after an attendance at a British Veterinary College. 

It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

VILL. Special Application——An_ application was 
received from Miss Aleen Cust, accompanied bytestimonials 
and recommendations from members of the profession, 


’ 


course), five years’ 


who presented a certificate of satisfactory attendance 
during the complete four years course from the years 
1894-1900, for permission to attend the Oral Examination 
in Class D, in consideration of military service. 

It was resolved to recommend that Miss Aleen Cust be 
allowed to present herself for the Oral Examination in 
Class D. 

IX. Hxamination Fee Remission.—Applications were 
received from two students who were unable to complete 
the Examination in July on account of illness for their 
fees to be held over until the December Examinations. 

It was resolved that the applications be acceded to. 


I beg to move that the report be received and 


adopted. 
Dr. BrapLEy: [ second thai. 
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Mr. J. Wititert: I think a fuller explanation 
should be given of why Resolution 7 (iii) (6) of the 
meeiing of Council on the 8th April, 1921, is recom- 
mended to be rescinded. Although not a member 
of the Examination Committee, I was present at its 
meeting yesterday, and I cannot say that I disagree 
with the decision arrived at, but I think a fuller 
explanation of why that Resolution is recommended 
to be rescinded so quickly after it had been passed 
should be given to the Council as a whole. 

Sir JoHn M’Fapyean: As the mover of the 
Resolution, it would not perhaps be out of place if I 
were to give the explanation that has been asked for. 
I may begin by pointing out that the decision to 
recommend that these war concessions should be 
stopped was arrived at quite as suddenly and without 
any reason being assigned. The fact is it was noi 
in 1921, but in 1922 that the last decision was arrived 
at. Perhaps the reason for advising that the Council 


should restore this power to grant concessions to the’ 


Commiitee may be best put in this way: That if 
this power is not restored, candidates which, on the 
evidence produced, would form excellent students 
and excellent members of the profession, would not 
be allowed to enter the Colleges, although in respect 
of war service and in respect of educational attain- 
ments they are far above many of those who were 
granted concessions in the early part of this year. 
There does not seem to be either sense or justice in 
not allowing these gentlemen to enter the profession. 
That is the reason which I stated to the Commiitee, 
and which influenced the Commiitee without dissent 
to recommend that the power should be restored to 
the Committee. 


Mr. Coteman: May I ask how long these con- 
cessions will probably require to be granted ¢ 

The PrestpENT: As long as the necessity arises- 
so long as any cases of hardship are presented to the 
College. Ti does not seem possible to name a date. 

Sir Stewart SrockKMAN: They are purely war 
concessions. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: The question is how long 
any existing law will continue to be in operation. 
The answer is -until the Council otherwise determine. 

Mr. Jonn Wittetr: I do not at all disagree with 
the rescission of thistule, but Ifelt that a faller explana- 
cion than that given in the report of the Examination 
Committee should be made io the members of the 
Council as to why a rule so recently arrived at should 
be now rescinded. I think a good reason is necessary 
why such a thing should be done. I think it was in 
the minds of the Commiitee at the time when the 
decision was arrived at that they felt that men at 
that time had tried other branches of life, and had 
failed to make a success at them, and that it was a 
question wheiher we should not be getting undesir- 
able students. Therefore I think the Committee 
thought at that particluar time that a definite date 
should be named at which concessions should cease 
to be granted. 

The Presipent: You do noi propose any motion ?¢ 
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Mr. Wittetr: No. I agree that this should be 
rescinded, but I think a fuller explanation was 
necessary. 

The PresipENT: The explanation has been given, 
and I take it you are satisfied. 

Mr. WILLETT: Yes. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: May I say another word, 
not in argument, but in further explanation ? 
*4The Prestpent: If you think it is necessary. 
wgSir Joun M’Fapvyean: I think it is. It was an 
omission on my part not to say that a reason which 
was expressed for rescinding the resolution was that 
the Grants Committee were about to cease to give 
grants. As for saying that there was something 
in the mind of the Committee, that is rather vague. 
I have no recollection of it. All I want to say is 
that the Committee apparently overlooked the fact 
that there might be applications from most promising 
and deserving candidates for admission to the pro- 
fession who were not seeking for grants, and all these 
are in that category. They do not want grants. 
One of them comes to this country with a scholar- 
ship. 

Mr. Livesey: May I ask if any applications have 
already been refused under the resolution of last 
April ? 

The PrestpENT: Yes, that is a fact. 

Mr. Livesey: But the applicants will not be 
prejudiced ? 

The PRESIDENT :j They will be advised that their 
applications may be renewed. 

The motion for the adoption of the report of the 
Examination Committee was then put and carried. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The SECRETARY read the report of the Registration 
Committee, which stated that prosecutions had been 
instituted in certain cases, the result of which was 
that undertakings had been given to discontinue 
the offences. In regard to other cases, the Solicitor 
reported that the evidence, in certain instances, was 
insufficient to warrant prosecution, and in other 
instances the cases were deferred for the production 
of further evidence. In the case of Mr. A. P. Gately, 
member, this member had been called upon to appear 
to answer a charge of conduct disgraceful in a pro- 
fessional respect in that he had been convicted ‘for 
obtaining £20 by false pretences. Mr. Gately did 
not, appear, but the Solicitor read an official copy 
of the conviction. 

It was resolved that the Committee find the con- 
viction proved. 

The PReEstIDENT: I propose the reception and 
adoption of this report. 

Mr. Asson: I second that. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Prestpent: I propose that the name of Mr. 
Ambrose P. Gately be removed from the Register 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK: I second that. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 





PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE. 


Dr. BrapLey read the report of the Parliamen- 
tary and General Purposes Committee as follows :— 


I. Chairman.—It was resolved that Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley be appointed Chairman of this Committee for 
the ensuing year. 

Il. Minutes——The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Ill. Correspondence.—A letter was received from Mr. A. 
Heinemann, President of the Association of Unregistered 
Practitioners, Assistants and Animal Castrators, regarding a 
report of the action taken by a Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion with regard to the conduct of one of its members. 
The Secretary was instructed as to the reply to be sent. 

IV. Milk and Dairies ( Amendment) Act.—The Sec- 
retary submitted a copy of the Milk and Dairies (Amend- 
ment) Act, which passed into law on the 4th August, 1922. 

V. Supplemental Charter—The Solicitor reported that, 
as instructed by the Council, he had, in consultation with 
the President and Sir Stewart Stockman, engaged Counsel 
to argue the legal points raised in the reply of the College 
to the Privy Council in regard to the Counter-Petitions of 
the Universities of London and Liverpool. The case 
was heard by a Committee of the Privy Council on Wed- 
nesday, 19th July, and decision of the Privy Council was 
communicated in the following letters :— 

Privy Council Office, S.W. 1, 
24th July, 1922. 
Gentlemen, 

In the matter of the Petition of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons for the grant of a Supplemental 
Charter and Counter-Petitions of the University of London 
and University of Liverpool. 

[ am to state that the Committee of Council which met 
at this office on Wednesday, the 19th instant, to try the 
issue in this case, after hearing the arguments of Counsel, 
came to the conclusion that the modification of the terms 
of the Draft Supplemental Charter in the way proposed 
by the University of London and the University of Liver- 
pool was ultra vires, and could only be effected by legis- 
lation. 

I am to add that the consideration of the Draft Supple- 
mental Charter as submitted by the Royal College will 
now be proceeded with. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Almeric Fitzroy. 

VI. R.A. V.C. Conditions of Service.—The Secretary 
reported the receipt of the following letter from the War 
Office :— 

The War Office, 
Ref. 100/Vety. /137 (F. 3). London, 8.W. I, 
17th August, 1922. 
Sir, 

In reply to your letter of 17th July, I am directed to 
inform you that it has now been decided that the service 
element of retired pay for officers of the Army Veterinary 
Services shall be £187 10s. Od. for the first fifteen years’ 
service, in lieu of £150 as laid down in Army Order 324/1919 
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and an Army Order on the subject will shortly be issued. 

This concession will have effect as though it had been 

originally embodied in Army Order 324/1919, and steps 

will be taken to re-assess retired pay already granted 

under that Army Order without individual application 
from the officers concerned. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) H. C. Care, 
for the Secretary (Finance). 


VII. Civil Veterinary Department, Mesopotamia.—The 
Secretary reported that, as instructed at the previous 
meeting, he had drafted a letter to the Colonial Office 
regarding the retrenchment of the Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment in Iraq, after consultation with Mr. Garnett and 
Sir Stewart Stockman, and that he had received a reply 
from the Colonial Office stating that the letter had been 
transmitted to the High Commissioner of Iraq for his 
consideration. 

VIII. Registration of Business Names Act, 1916.—The 
Secretary submitted a letter from the Board of Trade 
asking whether the Council had any objections to offer 
with regard to the registration of a business name of a 
qualified veterinary surgeon, including the letters 
M.R.C.V.S. The Secretary was instructed to reply that 
the Council saw no objection to the procedure. 

IX. National Association of Horse and Pony Societies. 
—aA letter was received from the Secretary of the National 
Association of Horse and Pony Societies recently formed, 
together with a report from Mr. G. P. Male. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
reply that while being in agreement with the objects of 
the National Association of Horse and Pony Societies, 
the Council suggest that the invitation to membership 
should be addressed to the National Veterinary Medical] 
Association rather than to the R.C.V.S. 

X. Humane Slaughtering of Animals.—A letter was 
received from the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, together with a resolution passed at the Annual 
Meeting at Bath,with regard to the Humane Slaughtering 
of Animals. 


I move that the report be received and adopted. 
Mr. W. J. Mutvey: Has any further communica- 
tion been received from the Privy Council Office 
with regard to the position of the proposed Charter ¢ 
Dr. BrapLEY: None. 


Colonel BritTLeBaANK: If this subject is to be. 


discussed, I propose we go into Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey : I was only asking a question. Surely 
it is a simple matter to reply to it. 

The Secretary: As Secretary of the College, I 
have received no further communication from the 
Privy Council. 

Mr. Mutvey: That is not an answer to my enquiry. 
I asked if any fresh communication had been made 
with regard to the position of the proposed Charter. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: I beg to second the 
motion that the Council go into Committee. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Council then went into Committee. 
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After a short interval the Committee resolved 
itself into Couneil. 

Colonel BrirTLEBANK: I beg to second Dr. Brad- 
ley’s motion that the report of the Parliamentary 
and General Purposes Committee be received and 
adopted. 

The motion was put and carried. 


Honours AND Prices COMMITTEE. 
Sir Stewart STockMAN read the following report : 


[. Appointment of Chairman.—It was resolved that 
Sir Stewart Stockman be appointed Chairman of this 
Committee for the ensuing year. 

In the absence of the Chairman the President took the 
chair. 

Il. Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meetin,, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Ll. FitzWygram Prize—The Secretary submitted 
the Auditors’ report on the marks gained by the candidates 
eligible for the FitzWygram Prize for the School year 
ending July, 1922, which showed that the two candidates 
obtaining the highest marks were Mr. R. Gregg, 796 marks, 
and Mr. D. Dunbar, 786 marks. 

It was resolved that the FitzWygram Prizes for 1922 
be awarded as follows :—First Prize, R. Gregg, Royal 
Voterinary College of Ireland; second prize, D. Dunbar. 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 


I beg io move that this report be received and 
adopted. 
The motion was duly seconded and carried. 


PUBLICATION, LIBRARY AND MuseuM COMMITTEE. 


Colonel BrirTLEBANK read the following report : 


A meeting of the Publication, Library and Museum 
Committee was held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C. 1, on Thursday, 5th October, 1922. 

Present :—Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Col. J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Messrs. J. B. Buxton, J. H. Carter, J. Clarkson, 
R. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, G. P. Male, 
W. J. Mulvey, T. 8. Price, and H. Sumner. 

I. Chairman.—lt was resolved that Col. J. W. Brittle- 
bank be appointed to the chair. 

If. Minutes.—-The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Ill. Presentations to Library.—The Librarian reported 
that since the previous quarterly mecting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library and Museum : 

By Mr. 8. H. SLocock. 

The Complete Farrier, R. Lawrence, 1816. 
Modern Practical Farriery, W. J. Miles and J. Lupton, 
1885. 
By Mr. W. H. Brown. 
The Horse: A Pictorial Guide to its Anatomy. 
Translated by S. Sisson, 1907. 
By Mr. H. Krrek. 
Canine Distemper, H. Kirk, 1922. 
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By Monsieur CHARLES Moror. 

Inspection Sanitaire dos Viandes, 1899. 

Los Viandes impropres & Valimentation humaine, 1901. 

Les Pelotes Stomacales des Leporides, 1882. 

L’inflammation de Vouraque, 1885. 

Rézlementation du commerce des Viandes de Bou- 
cherie, 1890. 

Los corps étrangers dans la cavité pectorale ces 
hovidés, 1891. 

Progres de lV Hippophagie, 1891. 

La Viande, son inspection et ses inspecteurs, 1893. 

La Boucherie d’autrefois, 1894. 

La Tubereculose bovine, 1899. 

La Recherche des lésions tuberculeuses, 1909. 

La cysticercose ladrique des animaux domestiques, 
1912. 

Recherche de la Ladrerie sur les pores abattus, 1913. 

La consommation de la viande de pore en été, L914. 

L/hippophagie pendant la retraite de Russie en 1812, 
1914. 

30 vols. Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, and Bul- 
letin for 1847, 1854, 1855-1860, 1863-64, 1894-1904, 
1910-18. These complete the set in the Library. 

Annual Report. Veterinary Department, City of 

Edinburgh, 1921. 

Annual Report. Veterinary Department, Northern 

Provinces Nigeria, 1920, 1921. 

British Goat Society’s Year Book, 1921, 1922. 
Year Book Stellenbosch University, 1922. 
Calendar, College of Preceptors, 1922-25. 

By Mr. J. F. D. Turr. 

A monograph of the British Orthoptera, W. J. Lucas, 
1919. 

A monograph of the British Marine Annelids, W. C. 
McIntosh, 1920. 

PAMPHLETS. 
Incidence of Anthrax in Stock in Australia, M. Henry. 
Louisiana State University Bulletins. 
PERIODICALS. 
The usual list. 
MUSEUM. 


By Mr. J. A. W. Douar. 

Two mounted specimens of Dissection of Fore Limb 
of Horse, made by Mr. T. A. Dollar, 1849. 

[t was resolved that a vote of thanks be accorded to 
the respective donors, and a special letter of apprecidtion 
be sent to Monsieur C. Morot for his kindness in supplying 
sufficient volumes of the Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire 
to complete the library set. 

IV. Trust Fund.—It was resolved that the Secretary 
be instructed to circulate a copy of the proposed Trust 
Deed to the Committee for the next meeting. 

V. Assistance for Librarian.—The Librarian reported 
that it would be necessary to provide him with temporary 
expert assistance for the work of cataloguing the Library, 
and he was instructed to report to the next meeting as 
to the extent of the work to be done and the probable 
cost. 

VI. Register, 1923.—It was resolved that the Secretary 
be authorised to obtain 2,500 copies of the Register, 1923, 
together with 500 copies of the complete edition,including 
Acts, Charters, Bye-Laws, etc. 

















































October 21, 1922 


I beg to move the receipt and adoption of this 
report. 

Mr. Asson: I beg to second it. 

The motion was put and carried. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE re FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
DipLoMas. 


Sir Joun M’FavyEan read the following report : 

lL. Appointment of Chairman.—It was resolved that 
Sir John M’Fadyean be appointed to the chair. 

II. Reference.—The Secretary read the reference as 
follows + 

To consider the general question of the conditions 
under which foreign and colonial veterinary degrees or 
diplomas should be recognised for the purpose of regis- 
tration in Register II., and the conditions under which 
holders of foreign or colonial veterinary degrees or 
diplomas may be admitted to the examination for the 
diplomas of M.R.C.V.S. 

Committee to consist of Dr. Bradley, Mr. Buxton, 
Professor Graig, Mr. Gofton, Sir J. M’Fadyean, Sir J. 
Moore, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Simpson, Sir 8S. Stockman. 
The Secretary read the section of the Act and Charters 

showing the powers of the College with regard to the 
recognition of Foreign and Colonial Diplomas and reported 
the history of previous applications under the sections. 
After discussion it was resolved to recommend that holders 
of an approved Veterinary Diploma granted in a British 
possession or colony be admitted to membership of the 
tollege after attendance for a prescribed period at one of 
the affiliated Schools, and after passing a prescribed final 
examination. 


I beg to move that the report be received and 
adopted. 

Dr. SHare-Jones: I beg to congratulate the 
Committee on this progressive step forward which 
they have recommended to the Council. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was 
then put and carried. 


Report OF SuB-COMMITTEE ON EXAMINATION BYE- 
Laws. 


The PREsipENT: I now beg to move that the 
Council resolve itself into Committee for the reception 
of the report of the Sub-Commitice on Examination 
Bye-Laws. 

The motion was carried and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee. 

After a short interval the Committee resolved 
itself into Council. 

The Secretary: The Committee submits the 
report of the Sub-Committee on Examination Bye- 
Laws, which states that after a prolonged discussion 
the Sub-Committee recommend to the Council that 
the deliberations of the Sub-Committee should be 
suspended. 

The PrestpENT: Gentlemen, will you receive and 
adopt this report ? 


(Agreed to.) 
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APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES TO THE BOARDS OF 
EXAMINERS IN SCOTLAND, LIVERPOOL AND IRELAND. 


Mr. Mutvey: I beg to move that the gentlemen 
who officiated for us last time be re-appointed. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: I beg to second that. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Notices oF Morton. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: [ desire to give notice of 
my intention to move the following, at the earliest 
possible moment :—**‘ That the whole of the examina- 
tions specified in the first Schedule on pages, 80, 81, 
and 82 of the present register shall continue to be 
recognised as qualifying a candidate in respect of 
general education until the Council shall otherwise 
determine.” 

Mr. Gorton : I desire to give notice of the follow- 
ing motion:—* That the required subjects for 
certificates included in the revised list of preliminary 
examinations be as follows : 

1. English. 

2. Mathematics (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry). 

3. One of the following languages :—-Latin, Greek, 
French, German, or any other approved modern 
language (grammar, translation into English from 
unprescribed books, translation from English). 

4. A second language selected from ‘3° or one 
of the following subjects, viz. :--Higher mathematics, 
experimental mechanics, chemistry, phy sical geog- 
raphy, physics, botany, biology, geology.” 

The Prestpent: That closes the business of the 
quarterly meeting. 


Special Meeting. 


Immediately following the quarterly meeting of 
Council a special meeting was held, the same members 
being present as at the quarterly meeting. 

The minutes of the former meeting, having been 
printed and published, were received and adopted. 

Mr. Gorton: The first motion which I have to 
submit is that Bye-Law 72 be repealed. Bye-Law 
72 refers to a candidate who has been rejected at a 
Final Examination, and is to the effect that if he 
fails to present himself for re-examination within 
one year, except in case of illness or other cause 
satisfactorily certified, he shall be precluded from 
further re-examination. We have information to 
the effect that this Bye-Law is wltra vires, and on that 
ground I submit its rescindment. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK : I beg to second the waiies, 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Gorton: The second motion which [ have to 
propose concerns Bye-Law 88. Bye-Law 88 is that 
which deals with the method of election of examiners. 
Under the Bye-Law as it stands, the list of candidates 
for the post of examiner is submitted direct to the 
Council, and the Council votes on the list which is 
submitted. The suggestion which is contained in 
the amendment which I am submitting in this motion 
will have the effect, if it is carried, of insuring that 
that list will in the first instance be submitted to and 
considered by the Examination Committee, and the 





Examination Committee will, after full consideration, 
report and make observations to the Council. The 
Council will then vote on the list which is before it. 
We have had reason on more than one occasion to 
appreciate the desirability of having these applica- 
tions considered carefully in Committee, in the first 
instance, before they come before the Council. I 
therefore submit this motion which stands in my 
name to the effect that after the word “ appointed,” 
on the ninth line of the present Bye-law 88 as printed 
in the Register, to insert the words, “the name and 
qualification of each candidate shall be considered 
by the Examination Commitiee, and reported on to 
the Council, together with the recommendation before 
an election takes place, such reports to be treated as 
confidential.’ 

Colonel BrirrLeBank: I second that. 

Mr. ABson: One rather wonders why this was not 
done years and years ago. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Dr. BrapLey: With regard to the motion which 
stands in my name, [ do not think I need do any- 
thing more than quite formally move it. It simply 
means the addition of two examinations to Schedule 
(1). One is given to understand that they are quite 
worthy of a place in the Schedule. I move formally 
that the following examinations be added to Section 
(1) (e) of Schedule 1: —** As first examination, 
Central Welsh Board Senior Certificate examina- 
tion; as second examination, Central Welsh Board 
Higher Certificate examination.” 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: I beg to second that. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Sir Stewart StockMAN: The revised regulations 
for the examinations in the Jubilee Memorial and 
Bursary Prizes have been circulated and suspended. 
It is now my duty to move their adoption. I move 
the adoption of these revised regulations. 

Mr. Gorton: I second that. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Presrpent: That concludes the business 
of the special meeting. 

Colonel BrirtLEBANK: [| beg to move a vote of 
thanks to you, Sir, for yeur conduct in the chair 
to-day. 

Mr. Gorton: I second that. 

The motion was put and carried with acclamation, 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 








Charges against an A.V.C. Adjutant. 
A Woo.wicu Cova MARTIAL, 


At Woolwich, Captain Karle MeKillop Nicholl, 
of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps, was charged 
before a General Court-Martial with having on five 
occasions made false entries in a book kept by him 
as adjutant to the Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
Depot at Woolwich. 
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Captain Carrington, prosecuting, said it appeared 
that the accused made an entry in his book which 
purported to show that on certain dates he paid out 
£516 and £371 to N.C.O.’s and men in respect of war 
gratuities, £721 to soldiers on account of pay, and 
£273 and £144 to the Navy and Army Canteens Board. 
Evidence would be called to show that in each of the 
five cases the amounts named were not paid on the 
dates stated, but on later occasions. 

The accused pleaded “ Not guilty” to all the 
charges, and the Court was adjourned to give his 
solicitor an opportunity of preparing the defence. 


Use of Letters M.R.C.V.S. 
BRIDGWATER Case DISMISSED. 

At Bridgwater County Petty Sessions, the ad- 
journed case against Harry Potis, of Wembdon 
Road, Bridgwater (c harged with having, on the 

25th April, not being on the register of ‘the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, unlawfully used the 
iitle and description of “ M.R.C.V.S.”’), was resumed. 
Mr. C. P. Clarke, of Taunton, —— and 1 
Arthur King defended. The case arose oui of : 
form of certificate filled up by Mr. Potts, and adel 
to a representative of an insurance company, the 
former purported to be signed by Mr. Potts, who was 
described therein as M.R.C.V.S. 

The case was re-heard, and Mr. King suggested 
that the only object of the proceedings was to gratify 
the spite and vindictive feeling of another person. 

The Bench dismissed the charge, and the Chairman 
said the magistrates considered it a case that ought 
not to have been brought before the court. 


Glasgow Veterinary College. 

Apart from the transference of Professor Gaiger 
and Mr. Dalling to the Animal Diseases Research 
Association, which is only regrettable in one sense, 
namely, the loss of two very efficient teachers, the 
Glasgow College during the past vear sustained 
rather serious losses. On 16th February, Professor 
R. M. Malloch, M.R.C.V.S., was removed by death, 
and Professor D. Imrie, M.R.C.V.S., at the close of 
the session resigned his post of veterinary medicine 
and surgery. These places have been filled up by 
the appointment of Dr. Whitehouse to the Professor- 
ship of Anatomy; of Mr. J. H. Mason, M.R.C.V.S., 
a man of the college’s own training, to the Professor- 
ship of Pathology, Bacteriology and Protozoology ; 
and of Mr. William Robb, F.R.C.V.S., to succeed 
Mr. Imrie in the chair of Veterinary Medicine, Sur- 
gery and Obstetrics. Mr. Robb is very well known 
in the West of Scotland and throughout his profession. 
The other member of the staff is Prof. John R. M’Call, 
M.R.C.V.S., whose presence is an ocular proof of the 
persistence of the M’Call tradition in the Glasgow 
College. 


Veterinary Scholarships for Agricultural Workers’ 
Sons. 

The Board of Agriculture for Scotland have | 

approved of a scheme for establishing scholarships and | 
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maintenance granis for the sons and daughters of 
agriculcural! workmen and others. The scheme will 
be administered by the Board, with the assistance 
of the Scottish Education Department, the local 
Education Authorities, and representatives of the 
Agricultural Colleges, and Agricultural Labour Organi- 
sations in Scotland. Benefits under the scheme are 
confined to the sons and daughters of agricultural 
workmen, or of other rural workers whose financial 
circumstances are comparable to those of agricul- 
tural workmen, All applicants, who must be British 
subjects and resident in Scotland, must intend 
taking up an agricultural or allied pursuit, after 
receiving the training covered by the award. The 
Board’s Scheme provides for four types of Scholar- 
ship, the fourth of which is as follows :—- 

Class IV.--Three Degree Course Scholarships. 
each not exceeding £360 in value or £120 in any one 
year, which will be tenable while students attend 
courses of instruction for the degree of B.Sc. (Agricul- 
ture) of a Scottish University during three academic 
years or thereby, or for the qualification of M.R.C.V.S. 
at the Edinburgh or Glasgow Veterinary Colleges. 
Applicants must have passed an examination which 
qualifies them for entrance to a university. 

In addition to the allowances described above, 
class fees will be paid in respect of all scholarships 
awarded. Travelling expenses may be paid either 
in addition to. or wholly or partly in place of, the 
allowances. Particulars of the courses for which 
the four classes of scholarships will be available may 
be had from the secretaries of the Agricultural Col- 
leges at Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, and 
also in the case of Class IV. from the secretaries of 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 
and the secretary of the veterinary college at Glas- 
gow. The sum which may be awarded in each case 
is a maximum limit, and that within these limits 
assistance will only be given to such an extent as is 
necessary to supplement private resources. 


Swine Fever Administrative Machinery Simplified. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has recently simplified 
the administrative machinery for dealing with Swine 
Fever. This will be good news for pig-owners who 
have in the past found difficulty in some cases in 
arranging for the convenient marketing of their pigs, 
because of the varying restrictions and the number 
of comparatively small scheduled areas. The general 
plan of the alieration is that the various orders dealing 
with the exisiing scheduled areas have been swept 
away. and one Scheduled Area for the whole of that 
part of Great Britain in which the disease is usually 
prevalent has been declared. This area comprises 
all England except Cumberland, Northumberland, 
Westmorland, Lancashire, Monmouthshire, Devon, 
and Cornwall, and a small part of Shropshire. In 
the remainder of Great Britain no restrictions are 
imposed on the movement of pigs, except on those 
which have been moved out of the Scheduled Area 
| with a licence under the new Order. 
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With such a simplified policy there are two main 
objects which the Ministry has set before itself. The 
first is to prevent the disease being freely carried out 
of the Scheduled Area, and the second to restrict 
as far as possible the spread of the disease within 
the area by that most potent of means, the distribu- 
tion of diseased animals from markets or sale yards. 
All sales of swine within the Scheduled Area are, 
in future, to be licensed by the Local Authority, who 
are required also to issue licences for the movement 
of pigs from markets, fair grounds, sale yards, or the 
premises of pig dealers, to other premises within the 
Scheduled Area. Pigs so moved are required to be 
detained for 28 days after movement unless the place 
of destination is a _ slaughter-house. The Local 
Authority may also issue licences for the movement 
of pigs from any premises within the Scheduled Area 
to premises outside that area. These are the only 
restrictions on movement, and pigs may freely 
proceed from private premises to private premises 
within the Scheduled Area. 

Details of the other provisions of the Order can be 
obtained from the Order itself, or from the printed 
memorandum dealing with the subject, single copies 
of which are issued free on application by the Ministry 
of Agriculture at 4 Whitehall Place. It should be 
remembered that the disease has proved so formidable 
in causing serious loss to pig keepers and the industry 
that it has been found necessary to prescribe that 
any breach of the Ministry’s Order shall render a 
person liable to heavy penalties. 


No Time for Research. 


MINISTER HOPES THE FARMERS WILL DO IT. 

Extract from a recent ministerial effort in Wales :— 
He (the Minister of Agriculture) hoped with the money 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer to institute a 
research into animal diseases. The loss sustained through 
this was a gigantic one every year, and they did not know 
enough about it. He did not mean to cast any reflection 
on the veterinary profession, but they had not got the 
time or the opportunity for research. They did not think 
they could teach the farmers their business, but if they 
could give greater opportunities to the young men of the 
country who were going to be landlords or farmers to 
learn the scientific side of their business it would make 
for improvement. (Applause.) They had a scheme now 
by which they proposed to give scholarships—free prizes 
at farm institutes and other such establishments—to the 
sons of agricultural labourers. If they could only discover 
how such diseases were caused and how they could be 
defended against, and how to inoculate, they would go 
a very long way to eliminate some of the very great losses 
farmers suffered at the present time. They could rely on 
the Government to help them. (Italics ours.) 


The Arab Horse Test. 

The Arab horse endurance test which took place recently 
is the third test held under the management of the Arab 
Horse Society, and it is the most important as yet. 

Under the conditions of the competition, the distance 
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to be covered was sixty miles per day for a period of five 
days ; nine hours were allowed for the journey, @ minimum 
time of seven hours being fixed for the first three days— 
i.e., ® horse did not score any points for completing the 
distance in less than seven hours. An hour’s stoppage 
during the day was compulsory, this being divided into 
two periods of ten minutes each and one of forty minutes. 
During these periods the horses had to undergo a strict 
veterinary examination, and if anything was found amiss 
the horse in question was not allowed to proceed. The 
weight to be carried was 13st., and no stimulant of any 
kind was permitted. Last year Mr. H. V. M. Clarke’s 
Belka, a handsome grey by Rijm, was the winner. She 
completed the three hundred miles, exclusive of compul- 
sory stops, in 37hrs. 38min., while Mr. L. Edmunds’s 
grey, Shahzada, was second in 38hrs. 43min. This year 
Shahzada improved materially on his last year’s record, 
his time being 37hrs. 29min., and he was a good winner. 
He is now the property of Mr. 8. G. Gough. 

The principle which is established by these tests is that 
weight and size are not necessarily required for a horse 
to be able to carry weight a long distance, Shahzada, 
the winner, being the lightest horse entered. On the 
other hand, Lord Hartington’s Shwaiman, which was 
second, and which had the best record on the last two 
days, was the heaviest. It is interesting to note that, 
on being weighed the morning after finishing thejourney, 
it was found that Shahzada had recovered 351b. during 
the night and Shwaiman 42lb.— The Times. 


R.C.V.S8. PRESIDENT AND “ THE FIELD.” 

The Field of September 30th contained the following :— 
The President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
presents his compliments to the editor, and his hearty 
congratulations on the attainment by the Field of its 
seventieth birthday. The veterinary profession appre- 
ciates the fact that the Field has always recognised the 
high importance of veterinary education and research 
into animal diseases in relation to the maintenance of 
the live stock of the country in the best possible conditions 
for health. It is therefore in all sincerity that it sends 
friendly greetings to the Field on this notable anniversary, 
and its cordial good wishes for a long life and continued 


: ° 
prosperity. 





Mr. W. 8. Stevens, Wincanton, writes to correct the 
following inaccuracies occurring in the report of his 
contribution to the discussion on Mr. 8. Villar’s paper 
on ‘*A Pure Milk Supply.” For “calves” read ‘ cows,”’ 
for “‘ eight per cent.” read “‘ eighty per cent.,”’ for “‘ con- 
ducted for six months” read ‘conducted every six 
months.” 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


A Case of Virulent Distemper. 


Sir,—It is with some hesitation that I query the case of 
virulent distemper which Capt. Hamilton Kirk reports in 
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your last issue. Surely, with all the terrible things from 
which he found this dog suffering, death could only be 
expected. It is a pity that the body of the seven months’ 
old male sheep dog was not sent to the museum of the 
R.C.V.8., as it is certainly a most interesting case of 
hermaphrodism. I have carried out many post-mortems, 
but I have never found an inflamed uterus in the male 
yet. I must say I envy Capt. Kirk his rapidity of brain 
in recording a pulse of 265, and would be more inclined to 
accept a temperature of 108° recorded by a physical 
instrument. 


We are told that the ante-mortem symptoms pointed 
to something else, so that the diagnosis of distemper was 
largely made on the post-mortem symptoms, which con- 
sisted of various congested areas and areas described as 
“hyperemic,” “inflamed,” or the subjects of hemorrhages. 


Is it not possible that some of the areas described as 
inflamed may not have been the subject rather of a con- 
gestive condition ? Here is an animal affected with an 
overburdened circulatory and respiratory system, the 
result of excessive muscular activity, to which is adminis- 
tered morphine and aconite, which would themselves 
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exert a further depressing effect on the heart, so that it 
is quite likely that the animal would die showing signs 
of acute congestions. 

The other symptoms described are cecal white patches, 
depression and loss of appetite on the previous day. I 
think that caution should be exercised in concluding 
without unimpeachable evidence that the duration of 
fatal nervous cases of distemper is limited to forty-eight 
hours, and I suggest that if in truth this were a case of 
distemper, careful enquiry would have revealed the 
presence of some earlier symptoms than those recorded. 

I fail to understand which, if any, of these symptoms 
point specifically to distemper.—Yours, F. O. Parsons. 

The Mall, Ealing, 

October 10th, 1922. 








Army Veterinary Service. 
LONDON JAZETTE-—-WaAR  OvrficE—REGULAR ForRCEs. 


October 13th.Captain R. T. Smith is seconded for 
service with the Egyptian Army (August 30th). 
























































Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. Summary of Returns. 
Foot- Glanders a ; 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including Parasitic. aay Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* Mange. _— 
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a Nors.— The figures for the current year are approx 


imate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 












































IRELAND. 
Outbreaks 

Week ended 7th Oct., 1922 aig 3 5 45 

1921 - | 5 | 2 | 16 

Corresponding Week in 1920 man 9 1 | 2 
1919 - 7 l one 

Total for 40 weeks, 1922 — sei l | 1 cae 69 154 191 /|1087 
1921. ERY OR BR 70 214 | 90 | 478 

Correspoudiug period in { 1920 ... a ae o “a ‘7 @ 86 249 1l | 28 

“04 1919... wos | oes , Peg 126 193 30 92 


Nors. —The figures for the current year are approximate only, 





